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This was a King’s Speech that seeks to reinforce 
the narrative of a new government that is 
delivering at pace on the issues that matter 

itself from the previous government.

This brings both risks and opportunities for business. There are 
large parts of this agenda which will unlock business growth, but 
there are other areas which could distract government attention 
or are actively unhelpful. 

Our advice is that the starting point should be a thorough 
understanding of the risks and opportunities this presents for 
your organisation. Although much of the government’s agenda 
has been well trailed and included in their manifesto, there 
are critical details missing in many areas. This provides clear 
opportunities for businesses to input expertise and experience 
to shape implementation, particularly where unlocking private 
capital is the urgent priority.

Where proposed legislation presents challenges for you, a 
clear view of a politically viable alternative is essential. The 
parliamentary process will present ample opportunity for 
scrutiny through amendments and opportunities for critics to 
air their views. To be heard you’ll need to thoughtfully marshal 
compelling evidence and the right advocates, using all the 
channels available.

Looking to the long term – business has an opportunity to use this 
legislative agenda to build long term sustainable relationships 
and brand equity. This is about positioning your organisation as 
aligned with the government’s ambitions, even where you may 

Finally, while this was a hefty King’s Speech, there are naturally 

introduced, other areas will now need to be progressed through 
non-legislative policy and regulatory action. Where manifesto 
pledges haven’t been translated into legislative commitments, 
creative thinking will be needed to secure progress, and early 

will be important.

This report sets out WA’s analysis on the programme for 
government presented today, with detailed sector deep-dives 

services, education and skills, energy, transport and health.

1

Introduction
'' My Government's legislative 
programme will be mission led and 
based upon the principles of security, 
fairness and opportunity for all.''

King Charles III
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Delivering Change

Today, with all its pomp and pageantry and 
nod to tradition, was also a clear marker of 
how this new Labour government will do things 

bills covering everything from buses and clean 
energy, to crime and vaping, though what stood 
out is how determined Labour are to demonstrate 
competence and delivery from day one. 

The research that More in Common released this week 

to actually govern. This chimes with Labour’s election strategy 

done. A number of clearly articulated missions and costed 
policies were used to communicate to the public that Labour 
understood their concerns and wanted to make their life better. 
Pragmatism trumped ideology and as Keir oft repeated, 
country before party.  

For some on the left of the party, today’s King’s Speech 
reinforces their view that Labour is not bold or ambitious 
enough and are squandering their majority. However, those 
around Keir feel pretty relaxed about this sort of criticism, not 

real change in areas they care about, not ideological posturing. 

It is also fair to say that Labour is clear 
about prioritising growth alongside their 
commitment to improving people's 
life chances and opportunities – pro 
business and pro worker – and in this 
King's Speech they feel there is enough 
for everyone, including businesses as 
well as trades unions. 

There is also clear ambition – GB Energy and GB Railways 
show that the government aren’t afraid of taking on substantial 
programmes and are serious about real foundational change.

especially his Chancellor who has the task of delivering 
the growth needed to make the big changes. Key delivery 
departments will need to demonstrate progress, and Wes 
Streeting in particular will feel this pressure.  

This perhaps explains how key Pat McFadden will be, ensuring 
that delivery remains the beating heart of the government, 
and priorities don’t get lost in the daily admin of running 
departments. This is always the biggest challenge for any 

government is making – especially as eyes are already looking 
ahead at guaranteeing a second Labour term. 

JENNIFER GERBER
Senior Political Advisor and 
former Labour Special Advisor
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There is also clear ambition – GB Energy and GB Railways 
show that the government aren’t afraid of taking on substantial 
programmes and are serious about real foundational change.
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Driving the Government Machine 

This is a very ambitious King’s Speech – 
one of the most extensive that I can recall.  

Not only has Labour brought forward most of the major bills 
trailed in their manifesto (employment rights, Great British 
Energy, rail reform) - they’ve also chosen to revive lots of 
measures that were in train at the end of the last Parliament 
(football governance, “Martyn’s Law”, and Sunak’s own agenda 
around tobacco sales and vapes). And that’s not all: there are 

(in draft but very complex), mental health reforms (also long 
promised), and the so called “Hillsborough Law” on the duty 
of candour.  

Parliament is going to be very busy - and so are the civil 
servants who have to draft the legislation and work with 
Ministers to try to get the details thought through.

My prediction is that overall the government machine 
is going to relish the drive, energy and sense of purpose.  

But the risk of error is going 
to be high and ditto the risk 
of a new government failing to 
see round corners and to see 
political problems coming, let 
alone all the potential unintended 
consequences of legislation 
prepared and enacted quickly.  
Expect lots of businesses, third sector organisations and 
others to have to gear up quickly to review draft provisions: 
they’ll have to be ready to focus on the most important issues 
and to make their points in a way that engages lots of new 
Labour and Lib Dem backbenchers, as well as Ministers and 

but their ability to provide detailed scrutiny seems likely to be 
hampered for some time. 

SIR PHILIP RUTNAM
Chair of WA’s Advisory Board and former 
Whitehall Permanent Secretary
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Summary of Announced Bills

Bill Lead Department

Arbitration Bill BusBusBusineineness ssss andandan TrTrade Legal serervices

Armed Forces Commissioneer Bill 

Govverne ance Bill
Business and TrTT adeded AllAllA lalalarge cocoorporates; Finana ciai l 

serservicvices s sector

Bill
HM Treasury FinFinF anca ial Services

Better Buuses BiBB ll Transport

Immigration Bill chachaannennn l people smuuugglg ing and cccleaaear ttthe hehe asyasyasylum backlog to endd hohohoteltelt ususe ae nd increases

HM Treasury AllA  sectors

Chiiildren’s Wellbeing Bill Education

ComC mmonwealth Parliamentary 
AssA ociation and international 

Crime and Policing Bill Crime
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Summary of Announced Bills continued

Bill Lead Department

TheTT CrCrownown EsEsE tattattate Be BBilli HM MM TreTreeasuasa ry InfInfnfrasrasastrurtr cture r sectors, particularly 
eneenenergyrgyrgy anannd housuu ing

Removeo  restrictions on The Crown Esttateate toto expand its investment powers, and 
modernisee its operations.

CybCybCyber er SecSecurity yy anddand ReRR silillience Bill Sciencce, e, Innnnn ovaov tiotion an aandndnd TecTechnohnohnologlogogyy AllAlAl sesesectoctoct rs Strengthen defences and pror tect t digigig talta  services by expanding the remit of existing
reggulation, putting regueg lators onn a stronger r footing, and increasing reporting 
requirements to bub ild a betterete  picture of cybyby er threats. 

DigD itattal Il nfonfnf rmation anddd Smart Data
BilBB l

Digital, Cululturturture,e,e, Mededdia aia &&&
Sport

Alll  sectot rs Reforminggg daata sharing ag nd n staandad rdsds to support a modern digital government

EmpEmEmployloymenme t Rights BilBB l Business andandd TrTrTradeadeade; HH; Housoo ingin , 
Communitiitit es ss andandnd LoLoLocalcalcal Government

AllAlAl seseectoctoors,ss  with a partticui lara  impacp t
on n socsoso ialiaia cacacaree

Impplememmentent ththhe LLe abobb uru Para ty's 'New Deal for Working People' manifesfestoo comc mitmenent,tt

strengthetheeninnining tg thehehe riggght h to oto stastst tutu oryr  sick kk pay and parental leave, banning zero-hoour r
contracts and ed ed estastabliblb shisshingng a Fair Work Agency to strengthen workplace rights. ThiTTh s ss

EngEngEnglish Devolution Bill Housing, , ComComommunmunmu itiitiit eseses & &&
Local Govo ernernernmenmenmentt

All sectors, with a particular impact
on those working in education, skills, 
and transport

EstEE ablish a new framem woroo k fk oror Engnglisi h dh devolution, moving power out of Westminsterte , 
giving local leaders furfuru theth r powers over strat tegic planning, locala  transport networkorkorks, 
skills, and employment suppupupportr  as well as simplify the process to establish new 
Comombined Authorities.

DraDraDraft ftft EquEqquality (Raace andndn  Disabs ility) 
BilBB l

Education (r( espspsponsonsonsibiibiibilitlitlity fy fy for or WomWomWo ene
and Equalities)s)s

All sectors Enshrine into law theee full right to equal pay for ethnic minorities aandn disabled 
peoplepp , and introducing manmm datory ethnicity and disability pay reportingn  for larggger err
employers to help close existing pay gaps. 

FooFooootbatbaball GovGoo ernance Be ill Digital, Cultururure,ee,
Media & Sporo ttt

SpoSpoSp rtrt
stability and fans' interests, and providedd  protection for club heritage whilst ensuringnn  
responsible owners. 

GreGreGreat at BriBriBritististish Eh Eh Enernn gy Bill Energy Security & 
Net Zero

EneEnEn rgy, pparta icucuc larlarrly generaeratortort sss Establish GB Energy, a publiclly owned clean energy company, which will invest 
in n clean energy technology yy with the objective of moving towards UK energy 
independence.indn ependence
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Summary of Announced Bills continued

Bill Lead Department

High Speepeepeed Rd Rd Railaiai (C(C(Crewrewrewe te te ooo
Manchehehestestester)r)r BilBilBill

TraTraT nspnspnsportortort TraTraTranspnspportortort Repurposing thehehe oroo igiinalnaa CrCrreweewew toto MaM nchnchester Bill, whiwhh lst non t reversing Crewe to
Manchester HHHS2 S2S cancellatattiononn, t, to do do delieeliverver rarailii infinfi rasstrutrutr ctuct re improvements across the 
North

Hillsbsbbororooroughughug LaLaLaww Create a legleglegala reqe uirremeemeement nt nt forforor pupupublibliblic rc reprepreseesesentantativt es and authorities to tell the truth 
in publiccc heheeariararingsg  to immpropror ve e trartr nspnspnsparerencyncy and accountabia lity in the public sector,
and prp oviovv dindd g lg egal aidi to vicvv timmms of df df diasters or state-related death.

HolHoH ocaocaocaustustst MeMeMemormormorialaa BiBBill Delivering on the commitment to bo bbuild the HolH ocaust Memorial and Learning Centre. 

Housee of ofo LorLoords dsd (HeH(Heredditaaryr Peeers)s)rs) BiBiBill Heriditary peers will nono lololongegenger be ablebb  to sit and vote in the House of Lords, and
adddressing the he genggenderderer babalana cecce in the House of Lords. 

DraDraDraft ftft Leaseheholdo  and Cd ommonhhold 
RefRe ormor  Bill l

Housing, Comomommunmunmunitiese
& Locaoo l GGoveovevernmrnmrn enttt  

Housinsinsing ProP vide hhhomeownw ers withh greater rights and protections, ending the injustice oe f 

LorLorLords Spiritualu (WWomen) n)n) ActAcA  2015 
(ExExtensiosii n)) BilB l 

Extending the currrent legislation to increase the female representation of Bishops in 
the Lords 

Mental Healtalth Bh Bh illilll HeaHeaealththh and Sdd ocial Care Health, particularly providers 
of mental health support

Reform of the Mental Health Act to improve autonomy, rights and support for 
patients, emphapphasising digninn ty and respect through treatmement nnt and providindd g greatere  
statutoryy wewew ighigg t tt o patients' rights 

Nattiononalala WeaWeaWealthlth Fund dd BilBilBill HM HHM TreTreTreasasus ry Financial Services and kkey 
infrastructut re sectors, primarily 
transport and energy

Implemmmententn LaLaL boub r'sss mam nifesto commm itment to set up a Nationalal WeW altaltth Fh undu  
to incnccreareare se pubpublicc investment in key net zero industries (includindding ports andnd
gigg afaafaafactoctoctories),) annnd align existing investment organisationsnn - the UK Infrastrutr ctucture re
BanBana k akk andndn BriBr tisti h Bhh Busis nese s Bank - to create a more coheherennnt it investment strategyy. 

Northet rn Ireland Legacy yy LegLegLegisli lislation RepRepealeaea ingi  and replepe acing theh Noorthern Ireland Trooubles Acttt 2022 23 to provide greater 
supss porrort to foo amiam lieies as nd victimms bringing civil claims. 

Pasasassensesengergerger RaRaRailwlway y SerSeS vicv es 
(PuPu(Publiblibl c Oc Oc Ownewnewn rship)p)p BiB ll

Transport Transport, particulrly rail operators AmeAAmend d existing raiiilways y legislation so that appointing a pubupu lic-sector operator is the 
default positiooon rrathtt er thaan a last resort.
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Bill Lead Department

Pension Schemes Bill HM Treasury; Work and
Pensions

Financial Servicese Support ppensiono sass ververv s tss o getee betterr outcomeseses frfrfrom om m thetheth ir ir penpepe sion asseets.s.s

Planning and Infrastructure Bill Housing, Communities
& L& ocal Government

All infrastructure sectors, particularly 
energy, transport and housing

Reform off thhthe pe pplanninn g system to speed uppp thehethe bubbuildil ing of more ee hommes e andn  
infrastructure projects by modernising andd streamlining the plannin ngg procese s. 

Product Safety and Metrologogo y By By illl BusBuBusineneness andandand TrTraded All sectoctors Update EU-inherited product safety frameworks so that it keeps paca e with 
technological developments and ensure future regulatory integrity.t  

Railways Bill Transppport Traanspss orto , particularly rail operp atorss Establish Great British Railways as a public body to simpify rail; esstabtabtablisi h aaa PaPaPassessessengengenger r
Standards WaWW tchdog; simplify ticketing;; and promote the growowth h of ofo rairaa l fffreiree ghtghtght.

Renters' Rights Bill Housing, Communitiess
& Local Government

HouHouo singgg Abobolisisi h 'h no faua lt evictions', andn sts rengthhgthening tenant’s riggghtshts anand ldd ocal councils' 
enfforcement power whilst imimmprop ving sg tantat dards of housinsini g aand creatiating a digig tal 
database to brib ng togethher er keykeyk  inforf matmaa iono . 

Skillslls EnEnglal nd ndnd Bililll Education AllAll sectors, with a particular impact 
for education and skills providers

Establish puuublibl c bodyy SkSkSkilll s Es nglngng and totot enenencoucoucouragragage ee concoo omiom c growrowrowth thth by yby cohhereerentln y
assessing ana d addressssingiing in-de-demand sd sd skilk ls.sls

Sustainable Aviatia on Fuel
(Revenue u Support Mt Mechechhanianism)mm  Bill

Transport Transport Supporrrt stt ustainable aaviaviiation fn uel (S(S(SAF)AF)AF prprroduodoductictction onon inn thethet  UK by prroviov dindining rg rg eveeveenueuu  
certaintynn  to encouraggge ie nvenn stment inin ththe ce onson tructictict on of SAF plantts as as acrocross ss ss thethth  UK.

Terrorism (PProtection of Premises) Bill Reqquiruuire public venues and local authutht orioritietieties ts to ro riskii  assess againsttst teteterrorrorror ar aattattattacks and

Tobaccc o and Vapes Bill Health and Social Care Tobaccc o industry, health and life 
sciences

DelDee iver a progrressive ban on on smokokm inginging thththrourough a year-on-year r incincincrearre se in the legalgag  age to o
buybuyb  cigargg ettes and restricti tions ooon tn tthehehe brabrrandingn and advertisingnn  of vape products.t

Victimms, s Courts and Public 
Protection Bill

Strenggtheh n public protectioons,nsns reeducdd ing delays in criminan l courts anddd ene sursuru ingg that atat
vicictims ggget thetht suuupport t thehh y dy dy deserver .

WatWaWa er (Special Measures) Bill Environmem nt t &&& WatW er companies Setttting ag ag a frf ameam worw k fforo tacacackliiingnng polp lution in riverere s as and waterwaysys, tt, throhrohroughgh ststtricricictert  
accc ounuu tababta ility t andn reregulgululatototory meameasuru es on watatter r companies and mmandandatiatiing ngg rearere l-
timmme se ewage monmom itorininng t g o ppprotectece and imprmprp oveoveove the qqquallityityy off riiiververs, s laklakes,es,es, ananand sd sd easeasea .

Summary of Announced Bills continued
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Energy: Fundamental market reform through GB Energy, but questions over the missing pieces of the jigsaw

Energy was always going to be at the heart of the 

ways, there were few surprises. What is perhaps 
more interesting is what was missing from this 
programme for government, and how these 

The Bill to establish Great British Energy had been long 
anticipated and we can expect it to be taken forward at 

As expected, today’s speech gives little further clarity on the 
detail that will sit behind GB Energy – how it will be structured 
and governed, it’s early priorities for investment (including the 

business. We will get some of this when the Bill is introduced 
– and in the early stages of parliamentary scrutiny – but there 
remains a critical window now to shape this detail with practical 
solutions. It is worth noting that this is perhaps a narrower Bill 
than some in the sector had anticipated.  

While GB Energy will be fundamental 
for the future shape of the energy sector, 
tackling what Ed Miliband refers to as 
the 'four horsemen of the apocalypse'

– grid delays, planning delays, supply 
chain problems and the skills gap – will 
arguably be more critical for the industry 
in terms of delivery towards the 2030 
clean power target.  

A number of pieces of legislation announced today are 
intended to tackle these: 

The Planning and Infrastructure Bill aims to modernise and 
streamline the planning system by simplifying consenting 
processes for major infrastructure projects, as well as updating 
the processes for local planning decisions and increase the 
capacity of local authority planning departments. This will 
tackle many of the planning and grid issues. Questions remain 
as to how quickly this can happen, and how radical the reforms 
will be – fundamentally, to what extent do they streamline the 
planning application process and limit grounds for objections? 

The introduction of Skills England will have direct impact 
for the energy sector. How the new organisation works in 
concert with DESNZ to ensure the right green skills and jobs 
are delivered, in the right places, in order to support project 
delivery will be critical. The implementation of the new Growth 
and Skills Levy will also be critical for industry. The new 
National Wealth Fund Bill will be critical for addressing supply 
chains, but we’re awaiting detail on how the British Jobs Bonus 
interacts with this and existing initiatives.  

However, what is perhaps most interesting are the gaps. 
Fundamentally, there is still a need for an overarching strategy 
and delivery plan to achieve clean power by 2030. These 
legislative interventions will put in place some of the critical 
building blocks to enable this, but the sector still needs to 
understand the government’s overarching vision and how it 

how the ESO and the new Mission Control structures in DESNZ 

which will be prioritised when.  

The opportunity for industry now is to show how they can 
support the delivery of the new government’s priorities while 
highlighting the critical steps they need to see to keep 2030 
clean power target alive.  

Angus Hill
Senior Director, Energy
angushill@wacomms.co.uk
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Transport:

transport at the heart of his vision for growing the 
economy and bridging regional inequalities.

Legislation to nationalise rail services is the stand-out 
commitment, but other pledges to create greater local control 
over bus services and establish UK sustainable aviation fuel 
(SAF) production are also included across the 40 bills.

The flagship commitments on rail and 
bus mark clear dividing lines with the 
former Conservative government and 
will win support from the Left of the 
Labour Party, their backers in the trade 
union movement – and a large swathe 
of voter-passengers.

But polling shows that the thing passengers really care about 

User groups and watchdogs will be keeping a close eye to see if 
changes in ownership actually improve services.

Rail reform on track
The Passenger Railway Services (Public Ownership) Bill 

rail system, where train services are brought into public 
ownership as contracts expire or they are deemed to have 
failed. In future, a public-sector operator will be the default 
position rather than “merely a last resort”. There is already a 
sense of urgency with the government intending to “bring the 

Louise Haigh, Transport Secretary, has already initiated a ‘rail 
performance’ investigation.

Downing Street insists that the change will save millions 
of pounds a year in management fees and will “end the 

and reliable rail service for passengers”.

The separate Railways Bill will create a new public body, 
Great British Railways (GBR), whose remit will be to improve 
services and secure better value for money. GBR is tasked with 

safe train travel. It will simplify fares and ticketing and ensure 

digital pay-as-you-go and season tickets. Important questions 
remain over the interaction between GBR, the government and 
the regulator alongside uncertainties over GBR’s powers over 
timetabling and rolling stock procurement. 

All aboard for Better Buses
The Better Buses Bill grants local leaders new powers to “take 
back control” of bus services by extending franchising powers to 
all local authorities and lifting restrictions on creating publicly-
owned bus operators. Local leaders will gain greater leverage 
over bus operators, allowing them to safeguard vulnerable 
routes and ensure connectivity to underserved communities.

Authorities across England will now be free to introduce “better 
bus networks” to suit the needs of their communities. But with 
local authority funding under severe pressure and reports of 
imminent council bankruptcies, funding for these improvements 
remains unclear. 

Successful implementation in London and Manchester provide 
a blueprint which the government wants replicated across 
the country. Newly elected Metro Mayors in the Northeast, 
West Midlands and Cambridge & Peterborough have already 
signalled their intent. 

Marc Woolfson
Founding Partner
marcwoolfson@wacomms.co.uk

Philip Pank
Partner
philippank@wacomms.co.uk

User groups and watchdogs will be keeping a close eye to see if 
changes in ownership actually improve services.

safe train travel. It will simplify fares and ticketing and ensure 

digital pay-as-you-go and season tickets. Important questions 
remain over the interaction between GBR, the government and 
the regulator alongside uncertainties over GBR’s powers overers over 
timetabling and rolling stock procurement. 

g
marcwoolfson@wacomms.co.uk@

Philip Pank
Partner
p pp @hili k@ kphilippank@wacomms.co.ukp pp @
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Education & Skills: Back at the Heart of Government 
The last King’s Speech of the previous Conservative 
government was notable for not having a single 
piece of proposed legislation being led out of the 
Department for Education. That is not a criticism 
that can be levied at the new government, with two 
substantive bills setting a very distinctive ‘Labour’ 
vision for Education and Skills.  

Under the banner of the ‘Opportunities’ mission, the two 

Bill and the Skills England Bill. 

The ‘Children’s Wellbeing Bill’ promises to be a very broad 
package of commitments contained in the Breaking Down 
the Barriers to Opportunities mission document and 
subsequent Labour manifesto.  

It is an eclectic mix of measures – from breakfast clubs to 

in relation to multi-academy trusts and independent schools. 
Indeed, academies will see a series of measures that will begin 
to limit the freedoms that they have enjoyed since the Michael 
Gove school reforms under the coalition government. 

In terms of the major education reform issues, the King’s 
Speech does allude to a forthcoming review of curriculum and 

are not mentioned in the speech, which may well upset sector 
stakeholders campaigning to change the schools’ inspector.  

Finally, former Conservative MP Flick Drummond will be 
heartened to see that the private member’s bill that she 
championed to create a ‘Children not in School register’ has been 
resurrected by the new government, which will be some crumb of 
comfort following the loss of her seat at the general election. 

The other major education bill is the ‘Skills England Bill’ which 
will legislate for Labour’s manifesto pledge to simplify and 
improve the skills system and establish Skills England. 

It is a major statement of intent to make skills a central plank 

surprise decision to bring back former Home Secretary Jacqui 
Smith to use her deep government and parliamentary experience 
to drive this agenda forward – and one underpinned by the belief 
that to deliver on their primary focus of economic growth, a skills 
system that helps businesses thrive and grow is critical.  

While in practical terms the bill will establish Skills England, 
the intention behind the new body is to be the interface 
between government businesses and the sector, and to act as 
the catalyst to spur economic growth by convening employers, 
unions, education providers, and experts to develop a 
comprehensive assessment of current and future national 
and local skills needs. 

including the shape and structure of the Growth and Skills 
Levy, this bill will be widely welcomed by businesses, training 
providers and education institutions. 

While there are no surprises or deviations 
from what Labour pledged in their 
manifesto, it will be heartening for the 
sector to see that many of the challenges 
that they face from early years through 
to the post-16 landscape are beginning 
to be addressed by the new government, 
with plenty of scope to ensure that 
expert voices can be heard as these 
legislative intentions begin to take shape.  

While other more intractable sector challenges, including the 
future funding regime for universities, have been left to one 
side for the time being, and the removal of VAT exemptions 
on private school fees to fund 6,500 new teachers are set for 
the Budget statement, the education and skills sector can look 

had in many years.

Lee Findell
Partner, Head of Education & Skills

chael 
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comprehensive assessment of current and future national
and local skills needs. 

including the shape and structure of the Growth and Skills 
Levy, this bill will be widely welcomed by businesses, training 
providers and education institutions. 

Lee Findell
Partner, Head of Education & Skills
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Health: Moderate health legislation, but radical change may be coming
The ‘NHS is broken’, stated Wes Streeting 
immediately on appointment as Health Secretary. 
Yet, despite this radical language, today’s King’s 
Speech was very light when it came to health 
announcements. This may come as a surprise 

as their top policy priority according to recent 
Savanta polling. But it is perhaps less of a surprise 
when we consider Labour have inherited a health 
system that has very recently undergone a 

and Care Act. 

of a Tobacco and Vapes Bill, progressively increasing the age at 
which people can buy cigarettes – taking forward Rishi Sunak’s 
ambition to create a ‘smoke-free generation’ (a centrepiece of 
last year’s King’s Speech). This is no big surprise, with Labour 
having promised to deliver this ahead of the general election, 
which scuppered the opportunity for the Conservatives to do 
so themselves. 

Also included today is legislation to restrict the advertising of 
junk food to children; and plans to reform the Mental Health Act, 
aiming to improve provision for young people and ensure mental 
health is given the same attention as physical health. Much of 
the work has already been done, with a draft Mental Health Bill 
already having been developed under the last government.  

These policies align with Labour’s pledge to deliver on public 
health. However, legislation introduced in other sectors also 
demonstrates a focus on creating a healthier population – 
including provision of high-quality homes, improving local bus 
services and strengthening worker rights. This could well signal 
a move towards delivering against the government’s ‘health 

departmental working previously committed to by Labour. 

What is notably missing from today’s announcements is any 
mention of social care. Labour’s plans to establish a cross-party 
Royal Commission to create a consensus were reportedly not 
ready in time for inclusion. 

Labour's work to fix the NHS is already 
underway and focused on assessing the extent 
of current challenges. It was announced last 
week that the government had commissioned 
Lord Ara Darzi to conduct an independent 
review of NHS performance to help inform the 
forthcoming 10-year plan to reform the NHS. 
We can expect a substantial amount of 'things 
are even worse than we could have imagined', 
to pave the way for a tougher conversation 
with the Treasury in time, and to manage 
expectations about what can be delivered. 

Wes Streeting has been clear that he is willing to take bold 
steps and make the tough decisions to ensure the NHS meets 
the needs of patients. Currently, Labour is focused on taking a 
stepwise approach – gathering expert analysis and looking at 
the set up of the Mission Delivery Boards. The government may 
hope that this work will help build public support for solutions 
which could, further down the line, lead to more radical reforms 
or increased taxes (or both). But for now, the important work 
continues behind the scenes. 

Dean Sowman
Senior Partner, Head of Health
deansowman@wacomms.co.uk
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Financial & Professional Services: Back in the Parliamentary spotlight
Since the completion of the Financial Services and 

scrutiny of key issues relevant to the industry has 
fallen away over the last 12 months. That changed 
today with the King’s Speech!

professional services (FPS) will be vital to its national growth 
mission. Three headline Bills focused on driving investment into 
UK infrastructure and supporting the transition to NetZero – 
the Pensions Schemes Bill, National Wealth Fund Bill and Great 
British Energy Bill – will be closely scrutinised by politicians and 
the industry as they go through their Parliamentary stages.

sees the light of day, having been delayed, and eventually 
sidelined by the previous Conservative Government. This is 
an important Bill focused on strengthening audit, corporate 

It may prove contentious, as the government attempts to 
balance business reform while avoiding additional layers 
of bureaucracy and cost.

The King’s Speech also sees the introduction of the Digital 
Information and Smart Data Bill, much to the relief of those 
hoping to see Labour meet its commitments to unlocking the 
next phase of Open Banking. Importantly, this bill establishes 
the setting up of Smart Data Schemes (legislation that did not 
make it through the last parliamentary session). It also signals 

way to some form of Digital ID?

introduction of the Bank Resolution (Recapitalisation) Bill 
will give the Bank of England additional powers to require the 
Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) to provide 
funds to support the resolution of a failing bank; and the Cyber 
Security and Resilience Bill will improve the UK’s defences 
against cyber attacks with a new framework for reporting.

in the King’s Speech there are several other important bills 
relevant to FPS that will need to be tracked and engaged 
with. These range from the Product Safety and Metrology Bill 
aimed at making the UK a global leader in product regulation; 
the Employment Rights Bill to deliver on Labour’s promise of 
a new deal for working people; the Budget Responsibility Bill 

Responsibility; and bills on skills, planning reform and 
leasehold reform.

So we have a new government, a new parliament and now 
a whole swathe of new legislation.

Financial and Professional Services 
is central to Keir Starmer's political 
project of delivering sustained 
economic growth across the UK.

The industry is back in the political spotlight, and this is the 
time to make sure its voice is heard.

Tom Frackowiak
Senior Partner, Head of Financial & Professional Services
tomfrackowiak@wacomms.co.uk@wacomms.co.uk@
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WA is a strategic communications consultancy 
helping organisations achieve policy and 
reputational outcomes.

corporate communications, digital, research and creative 
services. We’re specialists in sectors where government action, 
media interest and public impact are often interlinked, including 

We bring about change for clients and communicate their 
impact in society – from strengthening involvement of patients 
in their treatment, to helping to secure free school meals funding, 
to promoting net-zero public transport.
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